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Leicester
City Council

At a meeting of the LEICESTER CITY COUNCIL held at the Town Hall at FIVE O'CLOCK in
the afternoon on Thursday, 20 NOVEMBER 2025 duly convened for the business
hereunder mentioned.

1. LORD MAYOR'S ANNOUNCEMENTS
2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
3. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

The minutes of the meeting held on 18 September 2025 are available to view at:
Agenda for Council on Thursday, 18 September 2025, 5:00 pm

Copies are also available from Governance Services on 0116 454 6350 /
committees@leicester.gov.uk

4. STATEMENTS BY THE CITY MAYOR / EXECUTIVE
5. PETITIONS

- Presented by Members of the Public
- Presented by Councillors

6. QUESTIONS

- From Members of the Public
- From Councillors

7. REPORTS OF THE MONITORING OFFICER
7(a) Motion of Censure
8. MATTERS RESERVED TO FULL COUNCIL

8(a) Local Government Reorganisation
8(b)  Youth Justice Plan 2025-2030


https://cabinet.leicester.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=81&MId=14342&Ver=4

10.

11.

12.

REPORTS OF THE CITY MAYOR OR EXECUTIVE
9(a) Feed and Food Controls Service Plan 2025-26
REPORTS OF STANDARDS COMMITTEES

10(a) Biennial Report of Standards Committee July 2023 - June 2025 and
Proposed Amendments to Standards

NOTICES OF MOTION

ANY OTHER URGENT BUSINESS



PRESENT:

TERESA ALDRED, LORD MAYOR

SIR PETER SOULSBY - CITY MAYOR

Abbey Ward

Nags Agath
Charleigh Barnes

Aylestone Ward

Nigel Porter

Beaumont Leys Ward

Hazel Orton
Hemant Rae Bhatia
Paul Westley

Belgrave Ward

Shital Adatia
Yogesh Chauhan
Jaiantilal Gopal

Braunstone Park and Rowley Fields Ward

North Evington Ward

Ravi Mahesh
Sanjay Modhwadia

Rushey Mead Ward

Bhupen Dave
Geeta Karavadra
Devi Singh Patel
Saffron Ward

Elly Cutkelvin

Spinney Hills Ward

Misbah Batool
Mustafa Malik

Stoneygate Ward

Sue Barton

Elaine Halford
Kulwinder Singh Johal
Castle Ward

Patrik Kitterick
Liz Sahu

Evington Ward

Deepak Bajaj
Zuffar Haq
Jenny Joannou

Eyres Monsell Ward

Elaine Pantling
Karen Pickering

Fosse Ward

Raffig Moosa Mohammed

Manjula Sood
Yasmin Surti

Thurncourt Ward

Teresa Aldred
Abdul Osman

Troon Ward

Mohinder Singh Sangha

Westcotes Ward

Sarah Russell

Western Ward



George Cole

Vi Dempster

Molly O’Neill
Humberstone and Hamilton Ward Wycliffe Ward
Stephen Bonham Mohammed Dawood

Ashiedu Joel
Manijit Kaur Saini

Knighton Ward

Mellissa March
Lynn Moore
Geoff Whittle



1.

LORD MAYOR'S ANNOUNCEMENTS

RAISING MONEY FOR THE HOMELESS

The Lord Mayor shared an updated where £3000 was raised to help
homeless people in the city. Two young people built themselves a shelter
and slept outside in tents to raise money for the homeless. The Lord Mayor
noted the kindness and courage shown and was encouraged to see young
children making a difference.

SHAMA WOMEN'’S CENTRE

The Lord Mayor announced that the Sharma Women’s Centre has been
awarded the King’s Award for Voluntary Service. The Centre has served
vulnerable women and their families in Leicester for 39 years, encouraging
women to become more active socially and to improve their health and
wellbeing. This was delivered through a range of support services, including
training, education, employment and domestic abuse services. The Sharma
Women’s Centre is one of 231 local charities, social enterprises and
voluntary groups to receive the award, which is the highest award a local
voluntary group can receive in the UK. The Lord Mayor acknowledged the
valuable contribution from the Shama Women’s centre and expressed
congratulations.

DEFIBRILLATORS IN THE COMMUNITY

The Lord Mayor highlighted the valuable work of the Joe Humphries
Memorial Trust with their ongoing campaign to install public defibrillators in
our local communities. The Lord Mayor encouraged collaboration in
increasing the number of defibrillators into the wards, and reminded
members that ward funding can be used to help towards the funding of these
devices.

DISASTER RELIEF FOR JAMAICA

The Lord Mayor informed the Council that on 28 October 2025, Hurricane
Melissa, hit Jamaica and other parts of the Caribbean leaving a devasting
trail of destruction causing extensive damage to homes and infrastructure
and the loss of many lives. It was the strongest storm to hit Jamaica in
modern history and brought violent winds, flash flooding and landslides.
Millions of people had been affected and much of the population remains
without electricity. The Lord Mayor expressed thoughts and prayers with
those affected by the tragedy and noted that further information on donating
to the cause had been circulated via the Members Bulletin.

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

The Lord Mayor invited Members to declare any interests they might have in



the business to be discussed.

There were no Declarations of Interest.

. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

The Lord Mayor, seconded by the Deputy Lord Mayor, to move:

“That the minutes of the Council meeting held on 18 September 2025 be
taken as read and are approved as a correct record.”

The Lord Mayor put the motion to the vote and declared the motion carried.

. STATEMENTS BY THE CITY MAYOR/EXECUTIVE

Councillor Sood MBE thanked Leicester communities for coming together to
celebrate the annual Interfaith week from the 9% to the 16" of November
2025 beginning from Remembrance Sunday this year. The initiative included
webinars helping to increase awareness of others belonging to other faiths
and beliefs and encourages understanding, respect, cooperation and the
importance of social action. Councillor Sood expressed thanks and pride in
the dialogue between groups and shared commitment from people of
different faiths and beliefs.

. PETITIONS

There were no Petitions from Members of the Public or Petitions to be
debated.

Councillor Dave presented a petition with 69 valid signatures in the following
terms:

“We, the undersigned residents of Lanesborough Road, Rushey Mead
ward, Leicester, are deeply concerned about the increasing number of
speeding vehicles and the serious dangers they pose to school children,
pedestrians, and elderly residents living in this area.

To ensure the safety and wellbeing of our community, we respectfully urge
Leicester City Council to take immediate action by installing traffic calming
measures, such as:

1. A 20 MPH speed limit zone
2. Pole-mounted electronic speed indicator signs, road humps or speed
cushions

These measures will help to reduce speeding, improve road safety, and
protect the lives of all residents and visitors using Lanesborough Road.”

Under Council Procedure Rule 13a, the aforementioned petition was referred
to the Monitoring Officer for consideration and action as appropriate.



6. QUESTIONS

Please note that a full record of the questions and responses is available on
the recording of the meeting at Council - 20 November 2025 - YouTube.
Time codes for each question will be provided before the wording of the
question.

QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC

Questions 1-3 from the public were withdrawn, as Maria Rooney was not in
attendance to present the questions.

4. Alderman Ned Newitt

0:22:40 - 0:31:05

“Noting that the Council has a statutory responsibility to provide allotments,
this question relates to the terms of the draft lease which is currently being
offered to the City’s 23 allotment societies, who for the last 100 years have
collected rents and managed the lettings of about 3,000 plots — this being a
much cheaper option than the Council's direct management of each site. It
relates to the proposed ‘repairing’ lease which is a clear departure from past
practice and is of great concern to many allotment committees.
Given that the City Council has already had to take over the management of
one large site in Aylestone because the committee stepped down, what are
the likely consequences of making local volunteer committees responsible
for the additional costs and duties of financing and managing the repair and
maintenance of gates, perimeter fences, tree works, roadways and water
infrastructure of 118 hectares of City Council land for a 30-year period?”

Clir Dempster provided a response to this question and to Anderman Ned
Newitt’s supplemental question.

5. Rishu Walia

0:31:05 - 0:38:00

“The question is regarding the recent public artwork displayed in Leicester
involving an image of Mata Durga, which many in our community found
deeply inappropriate and offensive.

Was the commissioning organisation aware of the religious importance of
Diwali in the Hindu faith before approving the concept?

Were any consultations made with recognised Hindu temples or religious
organisations before the artwork was approved or displayed?

Were any major Hindu religious or cultural organisations involved or
consulted in the creation or approval process?

Were local Hindu artists or cultural contributors invited to participate in
shaping the Diwali theme, considering it is the most significant festival in
Hinduism?


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iob_sICwAo0

Were any known Hindu artists previously approached or considered for this
work, especially those with experience in traditional or religious art?

Which Hindu religious or cultural bodies (if any) endorsed or supported this
particular painting?”

Clir Cutkelvin provided a response to this question and to Rishi Walia’'s
supplemental question.

6. Nitesh Dave

0:38:00 - 0:42:10

“What actions has Leicester City Council taken to make proceedings at full
council and committee meetings more accessible to members of the public
both in person and online?”

City Mayor provided a response to this question and to Nitesh Dave’s
supplemental question.

QUESTIONS FROM COUNCILLORS

Note The Lord Mayor requests that Members take account of the provisions
of Council Procedure Rule 14 in the Council’s Constitution in putting
questions and in particular Rule 14 (a) (vi) regarding supplementary
questions:

“(vi) At the meeting, after a question has been given a reply (including by
way of a consolidated reply), the person who asked the question may ask
one supplementary question for the purposes of clarifying the reply and, in
the following paragraphs of this part of this Rule the word 'question' shall
include such a supplementary question.”

1. Clir March

0:43:15 - 0:49:47

“Given the notable level of interest in libraries and community centres plus
the sizeable number of consultation responses received, | am seeking
assurance that whatever the next steps in this process are, that officers and
the executive member will continue to listen to the voices of residents, and
children particularly, please, and to work through solutions with our
communities?”

Councillor Dempster provided a response to this question and to Clir March’s
supplemental question.

2. Clir Agath

0:49:47 - 0:55:25




“The consultation proposal for the Tudor Centre involves it being transferred
to a local group under the Community Asset Transfer process. Can you give
me an absolute assurance that not only current services will be protected but
also that local community groups will be encouraged to make use of that
building?”

Councillor Dempster provided a response to this question.
3. Clir Kaur Saini

0:55:25 - 0:58:30

“‘Reports of racially aggravated sexual assaults have risen across different
communities, creating fear and prompting increased safety measures. These
crimes are unacceptable.

As Leicester City Councillors, we are dedicated to creating communities that
are safe, inclusive, and respectful. We firmly oppose all forms of hate
directed at any member of our community.

Can the executive member please tell us what work is ongoing to reduce
violence against women?”

Councillor Cutkelvin provided a response to this question.
4. Clir Rae Bhatia

0:58:30 - 1:01:05

“People of Leicester pay their council tax which they expect to be used to
serve their needs and not to be wasted around. So, can the City Mayor tell
this council what was the reason for paying Biffa £10mn, and why has it
been embargoed from public disclosure when it's their money? City residents
have the right to know why their hard-earned money has been used in the
manner it has been.”

City Mayor provided a response to this question and to Clir Rae Bhatia’s
supplemental question.

5. Clir Joannou
WITHDRAWN
6. Cllr Osman

1:01:05 - 1:03:55

“‘Our existing cemeteries are nearing full capacity. What steps are being
taken to resolve this issue? Can the City Mayor confirm whether progress on
establishing any new sites have been delayed due to the focus on Local
Government reorganisation and has a capital budget been identified to
address this matter for the future.”



Councillor Cutkelvin provided a response to this question and to Clir
Osman’s supplemental question.

7. Clir Osman

1:03:55-1:09:18

“What progress has been made to address the waiting times on new
telephone lines for the customer care centre and improvements on opening
hours.”

Councillor Dempster provided a response to this question and to Clir
Osman’s supplemental question.

8. Cllr Osman

1:09:18 - 1:11:40

“Whilst | cautiously welcome the Government announcement of new funding
in the Thurncourt Ward as the ward councillor, but my constituency has
never been consulted on how the grant will be spent. What is the process
and when will we get the money to make a difference.”

City Mayor provided a response to this question and to Clir Osman’s
supplemental question.

9. Clir Karavadra

1:11:40 - 1:15:12

“Our city is currently experiencing significant challenges with fly-tipping and
littering, which are unfortunately contributing to both unsanitary conditions
and an increase in the rat population. This situation is creating an unhealthy
environment for our residents. | would be grateful if the Assistant Mayor
could share what measures are being planned to address these issues.
Additionally, what strategy is being employed to effectively manage the rat
infestation problem throughout the city including fining those who contribute
to it?”

CliIr Cutkelvin provided a response to this question.
10. Clir Modhwadia

1:15:12 - 1:21:05

“Over the years, especially in last 4-5 years the city has lost its textiles
business quite rapidly. This has drastically impacted the ward that |
represent. Can the City Mayor tell us what measures the council is taking to
bring back these businesses back into those empty factories and to



regenerate the employment and growth needed for the city?”

City Mayor provided a response to this question and to Clir Modhwadia’s
supplemental question.

11. Clir Haq

1:21:05 - 1:24:40

‘How many fixed penalty notices have been issued to cyclists in Leicester
city centre in the past 12 months?”

Councillor Whittle provided a response to this question and to Clir Haqg'’s
supplemental question.

12.  Clir Haq

1:24:40 - 1:31:10

“There has been dozens of complaints about the Bus services in
Evington, particularly concerning Centre Bus.
How much money is being paid to Centre Bus from Leicester City Council?”

Councillor Whittle provided a response to this question and to Clir Haqg's
supplemental question.

13. Clir Haq

1:31:10 - 1:34:05

“There is a shortage of Send secondary school places is the council planning
any further investment?”

Clir Pantling provided a response to this question and to Clir Haqg's
supplemental question.

14. Clir Sahu

1:34:05 - 1:38:00

‘“How many miles of gullies, and how many open drain grids are the
responsibility of Leicester City Council?

How many miles of those gullies and drain grids have been cleared in the
last 3 months?”

Councillor Whittle provided a response to this question and to Clir Sahu’s
supplemental question.

15. Clir Sahu



1:38:00 - 1:46:30

“What percentage of the target population in Leicester received the life
saving HPV Vaccine in 20147

What percentage of the target population in Leicester received the life saving
HPV Vaccine in the last recorded figures for the city?”

Councillor Dempster provided a response to this question and to Clir Sahu’s
supplemental question.

16. Clir Sahu

1:46:30 - 1:52:50

“Would the Cabinet Member for Neighbourhoods wish to comment on her
recent response to the consultation on the future of Libraries and Community
Centres?”

Councillor Dempster provided a response to this question and to Clir Sahu’s
supplemental question.

17. Clir Kitterick

1:52:50 - 1:57:40

“‘When did Leicester City Council write to the Government about the case of
Ms X which was debated on 18t September 2025? Has the council
received a reply?”

City Mayor provided a response to this question and to Clir Kitterick’s
supplemental question.

18. Clir Kitterick

1:57:40 - 2:02:20

“‘As the Mayor of a City that offered sanctuary to the victims of the
murderous Idi Amin regime in the 1970s, does the City Mayor support
Shabana Mahmood's recently announced proposals for changes to the
asylum and refugee regime in the UK?”

City Mayor provided a response to this question and to Clir Kitterick’s
supplemental question.

19. Clir Kitterick

2:02:20 - 2:06:00

“With the news that Leicester has the lowest Disposable Income in the whole
of the UK, does the City Mayor agree in the words of one anti-poverty



campaigner that "The City is falling apart"?”

City Mayor provided a response to this question and to Clir Kitterick’s
supplemental question.

20. Clir Porter

2:06:00 - 2:10:47

“Can the council please specify the number of new build council homes
completed in the last two financial years, excluding acquisitions,
conversions, or purchases of existing properties.”

Councillor Cutkelvin provided a response to this question and to Clir Porter’s
supplemental question.

21. Clir Porter

2:10:47 - 2:18:28

“We are being told that free public museums like Newarke Houses must
close for most of the year to ‘save money’, yet the council has committed
over £550,000 to a new cafe at the Richard Ill visitor centre. This decision is
said to rely on visitor numbers and footfall data from Leicester Cathedral and
BID Leicester; data that councillors and the public have not been allowed to
see. If the business case is sound, why keep the evidence secret? This is
taxpayers’ money and residents deserve transparency about how decisions
are being made. Will the council now publish the data and the full business
case in the interests of openness and accountability?”

Councillor Dempster provided a response to this question and to Clir Porter’s
supplemental question.

22. Clir Porter

2:18:28 - 2:22:40

“In a Guardian article of 16 November 2025, ‘I think the city is falling apart’,
the mayor was quoted making serious claims about Leicester’s finances. Did
the mayor state that ‘about 70% of our total spend is on adult and social
care’? And if so, can the council explain the basis of that figure, given that it
appears to contradict the council’s own published budget data?”

City Mayor provided a response to this question and to Clir Porter’s
supplemental question.

23. Clir Porter

2:22:40 - 2:26:30




“‘Does the council accept that the misuse of fireworks outside recognised
celebration periods has become a problem in Leicester; creating a serious
public nuisance, distressing pets and wildlife and compromising public
safety? What specific measures will the council now put in place to tackle
this issue?”

Councillor Cutkelvin provided a response to this question and to Clir Porter’s
supplemental question.

24. Clir Haq

2:26:30 - 2:29:35

“Will Leicester City Council consider supporting the terminally ill residents
with council tax relief as other councils are in England?”

City Mayor provided a response to this question and to Clir Haqg's
supplemental question.

25. Clir Chauhan

2:29:35 - 2:34:30

“Several landlords have claimed that the £1,290 selective licensing fee is
unreasonably high. Can the Council explain how this fee was calculated,
why it is necessary, and how it ensures the scheme is fair and primarily
aimed at protecting tenants rather than acting as a hidden tax on responsible
landlords?”

Councillor Cutkelvin provided a response to this question and to Clir
Chauhan’s supplemental question.

. REPORTS OF THE MONITORING OFFICER

7A. MOTION OF CENSURE

Please note that a full record of the of the discussion is available on the
recording of the meeting at Council - 20 November 2025 - YouTube at time
2:23:35-2:46:45.

Councillor Dr Barton, seconded by Councillor Bajaj moved:

“Council is recommended to vote to censure Councillor Patrick Kitterick for
his misconduct.”

Under Council Procedure Rule 29 of the Council’'s Constitution, three
Councillors requested a recorded vote.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iob_sICwAo0

A vote was put to the chamber by the Lord Mayor.

For the motion (27): Councillors: Agath, Aldred, Bajaj, Barton, Batool,
Bonham, Cole, Cutkelvin, Dawood, Dempster, Halford, Joel, Kaur Saini,
Malik, March, Mohammed, Moore, O’Neil, Pantling, Pickering, Russell,
Singh-Johal, Singh-Sangha, Sood, Soulsby (City Mayor), Surti and Whittle.

Against the motion (3): Councillors: Kitterick, Porter and Sahu.
Abstaining from the motion (15): Councillors: Adatia, Barnes, Chauhan,
Dave, Gopal, Haq, Joannou, Karavadra, Mahesh, Modhwadia, Orton,

Osman, Rae-Bhatia, Singh-Patel and Westley.

The Lord Mayor declared the motion carried.

. MATTERS RESERVED TO COUNCIL

8A. LOCAL GOVERNMENT REORGANISATION

Please note that a full record of the of the discussion is available on the
recording of the meeting at Council - 20 November 2025 - YouTube at time
2:46:45 - 3:41:00.

City Mayor, seconded by Councillor Cutkelvin moved:

“That Council approve the City Council’s final LGR proposals attached to this
report for submission to Government by 28th November.

That Council notes the required compliant base and preferred proposal
approach outlined in this report and set out in the final LGR submission.

That Council delegates authority to the Chief Operating Officer, in
consultation with the City Mayor, to make any final adjustments required
following consideration at the Council meeting, and any other amendments
required to complete the submission.”

Following the debate, the Lord Mayor put the motion to the vote and
declared the motion carried.

8B. YOUTH JUSTICE PLAN 2025-2030

Please note that a full record of the of the discussion is available on the
recording of the meeting at Council - 20 November 2025 - YouTube at time
3:41:00 — 3:44:08.

Councillor Pantling, seconded by Councillor Batool moved:

“Full Council is recommended to endorse and agree the priorities within the
Youth Justice Plan for 2025-2030.”

Following the discussion, the Lord Mayor put the motion to the vote and


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iob_sICwAo0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iob_sICwAo0

10.

11.

12.

declared the motion carried.

REPORTS OF THE CITY MAYOR OR EXECUTIVE

9A. FEED AND FOOD CONTROLS SERVICE PLAN 2025-26

Please note that a full record of the of the discussion is available on the
recording of the meeting at Council - 20 November 2025 - YouTube at time
3:44:08 - 3:50:10.

Councillor Cutkelvin, seconded by Councillor Bajaj moved:

“Council is asked to approve the report and the contents of the Food Service
Plan”

Following the debate, the Lord Mayor put the motion to the vote and
declared the motion carried.

REPORTS OF THE STANDARDS COMMITTEE

10A. BIENNIAL REPORT OF STANDARDS COMMITTEE JULY 2023 - JUNE

2025 AND PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO STANDARDS ARRANGEMENTS

Please note that a full record of the of the discussion is available on the
recording of the meeting at Council - 20 November 2025 - YouTube at time
3:50:10 — 3:53:57.

Councillor Dr Barton, seconded by Councillor Bajaj moved:

“For Council to note the biennial report.

For Council to agree the changes to the Arrangements set out in section 4 of
the report.”

Following the debate, the Lord Mayor put the motion to the vote and
declared the motion carried.

NOTICES OF MOTION

There were no notices of motion.

ANY OTHER URGENT BUSINESS

There being no other urgent business the meeting closed at 20:53pm.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iob_sICwAo0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iob_sICwAo0

